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Our Mission
Holland Patent Central School will provide a safe, caring, 

positive environment where all students can achieve their 
maximum innate potential and acquire the skills, attitudes 

and abilities necessary to succeed in an ever-changing world.
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2021-22 BUDGET SNAPSHOT
Proposed 2021-22 Budget Total ......................... $36,816,639
Current 2019-20 Budget  ...................................... $35,256,643
Budget Increase ..................................................... $1,559,996
Percentage of Budget Increase ........................... 4.42%
Tax Levy Increase  .................................................. 1.06%

VIRTUAL
BUDGET HEARING
Tuesday, may 4
6:00 p.m.

HPCSD Names 2021 Academic Leaders
The Holland Patent Central School District is proud to announce the standard 
bearers for the Class of 2021. Representing the class as Valedictorian is Thomas 
Breil, son of Patricia Olmstead of Rome and William Breil of Middletown. 

Thomas has been a very successful student throughout his high school career. 
He has maintained an exceptional grade point average while taking the most 
rigorous classes that Holland Patent has to offer. This includes several advanced 
placement and dual credit college courses. Thomas also participates in a 
plethora of extracurricular activities. In school, he is the executive vice president 
of Student Council, vice president of Tri-M Honor Society, president of Varsity 
Club and captain of the boys varsity soccer team. Thomas is also an active 
member of National Honor Society, Model UN, vocal ensemble, string ensemble and varsity tennis. Outside of school, he volunteers 
cleaning his church, serving food at the Hope House and working for I Can Shine, a program that helps teach people with disabilities to 
ride bicycles. Thomas will be attending the University of California Irvine in the fall where he will be majoring in human biology before 
heading to medical school to become a pediatrician.  

Representing the Class of 2021 as Salutatorian is Jonathan Schmitt, son of Edward and Ansley Schmitt of Holland Patent. Jonathan is 
another very strong academic student that has challenged himself with a difficult course load. He is the president of National Honor 
Society and vice president of Student Council. Outside of school, Jon volunteers his time at his elementary school where he helps 
students improve their reading skills and has also helped with a project at the Kuyahoora Valley Foundation to create self-serve food 
banks called “Blessing Boxes.” Jon is currently working as a Crossfit Level 1 trainer at United Fitness in Barneveld where he is able to 
focus on his true passion; nutrition. He is planning to attend either Cornell University, the University of Vermont, or the University of 
Connecticut this fall to major in nutrition, so that in his future, he can help people live a healthier lifestyle. 

(Continued on page 9)

BUDGET VOTE
Tuesday, may 18
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
high school gymnasium

Thomas Breil Jonathan Schmitt
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Dear Holland Patent Central School District Residents,

The 2021-2022 Holland Parent Central School District proposed budget represents months of thoughtful and careful 
planning by the Board of Education and administration. This budget serves as a fiscally responsible spending plan 
that not only continues to provide the wide-range of learning opportunities and experiences for our students that 
our community is so very proud of, but also supports the many other components that make our District great. 
The budget also accounts for the resources, services and continual support to navigate the District through the 
pandemic.  We believe this proposed budget will support our dedicated and compassionate staff in providing engaging learning experiences 
for our students in a comfortable, safe, and nurturing environment.  This encouraging environment will allow our students to reach their fullest 
potential and grow as caring, confident and compassionate individuals.    

On March 10, 2021, the Holland Patent Board of Education approved the 2021-22 proposed spending plan of $36,816,639. This amount 
represents an increase of 4.42% over last year’s budget. In order to keep the spending at this level, all areas of the budget were diligently 
examined to protect our overall program and keep the best interests of our students as the top priority.

The proposed budget continues to support the great things happening at all grade levels of our district, as illustrated below.

A Message from the Superintendent

High School
• Holland Patent will continue partnerships with Syracuse 

University, Utica College and Mohawk Valley Community 
College to offer dual-credit college courses and bridging 
programs on college campuses.  

• The high school will also continue providing various career 
exploration opportunities, including Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs and Pathways in Technology Early 
College High School (P-TECH) at the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison 
BOCES, SABA job shadowing and the Regional Program for 
Excellence.

Middle School
• The middle school supports the foundational skills necessary to 

help our students prepare for challenging opportunities as they 
progress through the middle-level curriculum  with accelerated 
language and science course offerings.

• Continues to provide our students with the necessary 
foundational skills to help guide them towards their career and 
educational pathways.

Elementary School
• The proposed budget supports early intervention at our 

primary levels, which allows our youngest students to receive 
additional academic support to strengthen their foundational 
skills as soon as they begin their education.

• The proposed budget will support a full-time social worker at 
Holland Patent Elementary School to help address the mental 
health needs of our grades 3-5 students.  With increased social 
work support, we will be able to implement more resources 
to meet the needs of our students and make community 
connections for our families.    

Other Areas
• The District will continue leveraging technology to offer an 

engaging and collaborative learning environment for our 
teachers and students with technology.  The 1:1 student device 
initiative will not only provid an electronic device for every 
student, but also compliment student and staff engagement in 
high-quality instruction and accessing content rich resources.  

• Through collaborative partnerships with outside organizations, 

the District will provide social, emotional and physical supports 
for our students and families to address the increasing needs 
due to the pandemic.

• This 2021-22 budget also allows the District to enhance our 
safety, security and health measures by providing a safe and 
well-maintained transportation fleet, well-kept buildings and 
grounds and healthy and nutritious meals for our students.  

• Our District recognizes that extracurricular activities are a great 
source of pride in our community, and the proposed budget 
continues the tradition of athletics, clubs and other activities 
that enrich our students’ learning experience.

As you are aware, the Holland Patent Central School District relies 
heavily on state aid. In addition to our state aid, we are asking the 
community to consider a 1.09% increase in the tax levy, which is our 
allowable tax levy limit. All additional revenues come in the form 
of operating grants, shared services, collaboration with BOCES and 
other miscellaneous sources. Due to our heavy reliance on state aid, 
any future reductions implemented through the Governor’s Office 
would affect our District.   

In addition to voting on this year’s budget, we are also asking you to 
consider several items:
• Board of Education Election (1 seat available)
• Purchase New School Buses

Throughout this pandemic, the District’s highly talented Team 
have dedicated themselves to continue to provide our students 
experiences to support life-long learning and growth as learners and 
caring community members and citizens. Thank you to everyone in 
advance for your consideration of the proposed 2021-2022 school 
budget to support this continued effort to help all students reach 
their fullest achievement.  The Community’s continued commitment 
to the Holland Patent Central School District is what Golden Pride is 
all about!  Go Golden Knights! 

Thank you,

JASON P. EVANGELIST
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
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PROPOSITIONS ON THE BALLOT

• The election of one (1) member to the Board of Education for a term of five (5) years to fill the vacancy caused by the 
expiration of the term of Michael Garrett:

In addition to voting on this year’s budget, we are asking the community to consider these items:

PROPOSITION NO. 1:  Authorize a purchase of school buses for $348,306.

CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION:

1. Michael Garrett

2021-22 Budget Information
Estimated Income
 Budget Proposed Budget
     2020-21 2021-22
Interest & Penalties on Taxes $ 10,000 $ 10,000 
Admissions  6,000  6,000 
Interest   10,000  10,000
Miscellaneous Revenues  1,200,244  1,479,244 
Sale of Equipment  1,000  1,000 
State Aid - Basic, Trans, Spec. Aid, etc.  14,713,798  15,423,717 
Building Aid  1,945,012   2,154,832 
Textbook Aid  106,641  107,641
BOCES Aid  1,717,540  1,817,540
Appropriated Fund Balance  1,900,000  2,000,000 
Tuition   5,000  5,000 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes-Reg. Water Auth.  0  18,780
Interfund Transfer  300,000  300,000 

Total Estimated Income $ 21,915,235 $ 23,333,754

Tax Levy 
 2020-21 2021-2022
Budget $ 35,256,643 $ 36,816,639
Non-Tax Income  21,915,235  23,333,754
Tax Levy - Budget  13,341,408  13,482,885

Total Tax Levy $ 13,341,408 $ 13,482,885
 
 $141,477 or 1.06% 
   
Tax Levy Public Library $ 30,000 $ 30,000 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COMPONENT
The Administrative Component provides for overall general support and management activities including business office operations, payroll, purchasing, general 
administration, personnel, legal and auditing services. Cost for administration and supervision of each of the district's four (4) schools is also included in this component.

SCHOOL YEAR 2020-21 2021-22 INC/(DEC)

Board of Education $ 34,300 $ 34,800 $ 500
Central Administration  320,838  333,652 $ 12,814
Finance  522,554  538,259 $ 15,705
Legal Services  33,307  86,450 $ 53,143
Public Information  2,100  2,250 $ 150
Central Printing  41,000  44,000 $ 3,000
Central Data Processing  499,752  509,747 $ 9,995
Unallocated Insurance  145,079  150,157 $ 5,078
BOCES Administration  358,748  365,923 $ 7,175
Supervision Regular School  838,925  864,233 $ 25,308
Teaching Special Ed.  125,883  117,872 $ (8,011)
AIS  40,943  38,451 $ (2,493)
Employee Benefits  979,191  945,503 $ (33,688)
TOTALS $ 3,942,620 $ 4,031,295 $ 88,675

PROGRAM COMPONENT
The Program Component provides funding for the instruction of and educational support services for the district's 1,368 students. Programs are offered in two (2) elementary 
schools, one (1) middle school and one (1) high school. Funds are also included in this component for transportation.

SCHOOL YEAR 2020-21 2021-22 INC/(DEC)

Teaching Regular School $ 9,433,463 $ 9,762,319 $ 328,855
Teaching Special Ed.  4,381,570  4,876,239 $ 494,669
Occupational Education  478,215  497,344 $ 19,129
Legal Service  125,297  75,326 $ (49,971)
AIS  98,939  105,882 $ 6,944
Instructional Media  289,371  300,945 $ 11,574
Attendance  25,442  26,470 $ 1,028
Guidance  421,685  434,800 $ 13,115
Health  185,197  191,894 $ 6,697
Co-curricular  80,913  83,745 $ 2,832
Intersch.. Athletics  456,558  473,445 $ 16,887
Transportation  2,051,504  2,129,188 $ 77,684
Employee Benefits  6,365,669  6,607,551 $ 241,882
TOTALS $ 24,393,822 $ 25,565,147 $ 1,171,325

CAPITAL COMPONENT
The Capital Component pays for maintaining 10 buildings, for upkeep of more than 65 acres of property and for electricity, gas, heat, oil, water and sewer and telephone 
services. Funds are also included for "mortgage" payments on capital projects (principal & interest payments) and for refund of taxes for claims against property assessments.

SCHOOL YEAR 2020-21 2021-22 INC/(DEC)

Operations & Maintenance $ 2,738,386 $ 2,847,314 $ 108,928
Tax Refund  40,000  40,000 $ -
Employee Benefits  813,836  836,113 $ 22,277
Debt Service  3,327,979  3,496,770 $ 168,791
TOTALS $ 6,920,201 $ 7,220,197 $ 299,995

GRAND TOTAL $ 35,256,643 $ 36,816,639 $ 1,559,996
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BUDGET SUMMARY
Area 2020-21 Budget 2021-22 Budget Description of Budget Areas

Board of Education $34,300 $34,800 District clerk, district mtgs.., dues, supplies, State School Boards membership

Central Administration 320,838 333,652 Salaries - Supt./secretary; supplies, travel, journals

Finance 522,554 538,259 Salaries - Asst. Supt. support staff; auditor, audit mandates, treas., tax collector

Legal 158,604 161,776 Legal fees, advertisements, negotiations

Public Information 2,100 2,250 Newsletters, calendars, budget brochure

Operation & Maintenance 2,738,386 2,847,314 Water, tele, custodial-maint., equip., trash, heat fuel, elect., supplies, Capital Outlay 7 HS

Central Printing 41,000 44,000 Mailing, repair costs, parts, supplies

Central Data Processing 499,752 509,747 Computer services: networks, rpt. cards, attendance, scheduling, payroll, acct.

Unallocated Insurance 145,079 150,157 Property, liability, student accident insurance

Tax Refund 40,000 40,000 Refund of taxes, sewer taxes

BOCES Administration 358,748 365,923 Salaries, supplies, telephones, hiring, space rent, new debt, legal, interest

Supervision - Regular School 838,925 864,233 Salaries - building principals, assist. principal, dean, secretaries, travel

Teaching - Regular School 9,911,678 10,259,662 Teacher salaries, subs, aides, clerical; equip., supplies, textbooks, BOCES

Students with Special Needs 4,507,453 4,994,112 Salaries - Sp. Ed. staff, admin.; equip., supplies, textbooks, BOCES Sp. Ed. Prog.

AIS Instruction 139,882 144,333 Salaries - remedial staff - math, writing, reading; equip., supplies, textbooks

Instructional Media 289,370 300,945 Salaries - staff; equip., supplies, books, magazines, newspapers, BOCES prog.

Attendance 25,442 26,470 Salary - attendance officer; supplies

Guidance 421,685 434,800 Salaries - staff, secretaries, equipment, supplies

Health 185,197 191,894 Salaries - staff, school physician; equipment, supplies

Co-curricular 80,913 83,745 Salaries - advisors, chaperones, clubs

Athletics 456,558 473,445 Salaries - coaches; officials’ fees, equip., supplies

Transportation 2,051,504 2,129,188 Salaries - drivers, mechanics; athletic/field trips, fuel, parts, supplies

Employee Benefits 8,158,696 8,389,166 Retirement, social security, workers’ comp., unemployment, health insurance

Debt Service 3,327,979 3,496,770 Principal/interest payments - bldgs (new/existing), buses, short-term borrowing 

GRAND TOTAL $35,256,643 36,816,639 Total budget increase of 4.42%

Board of Education Candidate: Mr. Michael Garrett
I was born in Santa Cruz, CA and raised on a beef ranch in central California. After receiving my bachelor’s in 
agricultural business from California State University Fresno, my career in agricultural marketing and sales 
has spanned around the world including working for Dole Food Company, the California Raisin Board and 
several other food marketing and trading companies. Sixteen years ago, I started selling and marketing 
organic nutrients to farmers throughout the U.S. In 2009, I moved my family to Remsen where my two 
sons and daughter attended Holland Patent schools. All three of my children have since graduated from 
higher education.

In addition to the organic nutrients that I market and sell, I also grow cut flowers and raise sheep on my 
farm while helping my partner Jennifer raise pigs, beef and chickens. We sell from the farm and are a part 
of several farmers markets. 

I have always been involved with my kids and the communities that we have been a part of -- from coaching soccer for the past 20 
years to being a trustee of my church in Rome. For the past five years I have had the honor of being a part of the Holland Patent 
Central School District Board of Education.  

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, my golf game has improved and life on my farm continues to be my small piece of heaven.
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Golden Standard Golden Standard 
for Recognition

Social Worker Appreciation Month
The Holland Patent Central School District would like to take a moment to acknowledge Mrs. 
Carman, Mrs. Rasmussen, Mrs. Stzepek, and Mrs. Wright for their outstanding commitment 
to our Golden Knights! The month of March observes social workers and celebrates their 
accomplishments in and out of their school districts. According to Socialworkers.org, “the 
2021 theme for this year’s observatory is - social workers are essential.” That, they are! We 
thank each of you for your creativity and dedication! Our PR Assistant, Alyssa Sacco asked 
each of the school social workers various questions, including: 

“What do you love about being a Golden 
Knight?”

Mrs. Carman: “I love working for Holland Patent because this school district puts their students first and wants to see them 
reach their true potential while being as successful as possible in their school environment. We have an extremely supportive 
staff who actively advocates for their student’s needs. Also, it is a pleasure to be a part of an amazing social worker/counseling 
team. I feel very fortunate to have this opportunity to be employed by such a wonderful school district.”

Mrs. Rasmussen: “I love that Holland Patent is such a tight-knit community. The smaller district allows me to really get to know 
the kids!”

Mrs. Stzepek: “I love working for Holland Patent because you couldn’t ask for a better group of students or staff. I’m also lucky to 
be surrounded by an amazing group of fellow social workers who constantly support one another and keep each other laughing 
through the highs and lows.”

Mrs. Wright: “I enjoy working for Holland Patent because they advocate for their students. Holland Patent is also proactive in 
providing its students with the support they deserve and need.”

Students Participate in STEM Challenge
Holland Patent students James Gillett and Glen Gaige, were coached by middle school 
math teacher, Mr. Richard Zacek, at the 2021 AFRL Virtual Challenge Competition at 
Griffiss Institute in Rome, New York. 

The Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) hosts a Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Math (STEM) challenge every year during spring break. The challenge is developed 
and led by scientists and engineers at AFRL. Each challenge team consists of two students and one teacher. Schools from the 
surrounding communities participate in the yearly challenge. This year's STEM challenge consisted of three parts. The first part was 
to conduct research into the domain of the challenge problem, including reinforcement learning, wargaming, robotics, game and 
decision theory. The second part was to use a model to derive an optimal, generalized solution to a particular scenario. The third 
part was to provide a presentation of their work to be reviewed by several judges. The teams had one week to complete all three 
parts of the challenge.  The Holland Patent team placed second in the competition, and received a two thousand dollar scholarship.

Thank you to Mr. Zacek for taking on the coaching role and to James Gillett and Glen Gaige for utilizing your spring break to improve 
your education!
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February 1-5 was National School Counseling week! The Holland Patent community would like to express 
sincere appreciation for their dedication to our students’ success. Our PR Assistant interviewed Mrs. Mulvihill, 
Mr. Justin Scialdone, and Mr. Jason Scialdone, about their experience working at Holland Patent Central 
School. Each of our school counselors are passionate about their profession for a different reason. 

Q: Why are you passionate about being a school counselor and why do you love  

       working for Holland Patent Central Schools?

Mrs. Mulvihill: “I’m passionate about being a school counselor because I love helping our high school students navigate their 
way through life. It’s very fun learning what drives our students to pursue their future careers. When I first started at Holland Patent, 
I remember driving in and seeing the Holland Patent “more than a village” sign and that really resonated with me because I feel like 
everyone really works together at the school and in the community. I love working at Holland Patent because of that collaboration.”

Mr. Justin Scialdone: “I believe it is a privilege and an honor to work with young people. Helping people is very rewarding for 
me. It is one of the GREATEST joys of my life to have the opportunity to help young people with their growth and health. I absolutely 
love the Holland Patent School District! If you are feeling pessimistic about people, come into our school district and you will be 
surrounded by some of the most caring, thoughtful, selfless, hard-working people you have ever met! I am so fortunate to work for 
a school district such as Holland Patent!”

Mr. Jason Scialdone: “I am passionate about being a school counselor because it allows me the opportunity to support students 
in many different ways. I am honored to be in a position to listen to young people without judgment or an agenda. Connecting 
with young people and having the opportunity to aid and validate them in the many different facets of their life is a blessing. I love 
working at Holland Patent High School because we have a GREAT group of students and faculty! I love the diversity of our students 
and how they are accepting and supportive of each other’s differences. We have a great leader in Mr. Stevener and can trust that all 
of the faculty is 100% committed to our student body’s success.”

National School Counselor Week

High school senior, Bryce Dare (above) has signed 
with Seton Hill to play Division II football! Bryce 
intends to major in biology and later attend 
graduate school to become a physical therapist. 

Meaghen Baldwin Virtually Accepts 
Columbia Scholarship

High School junior Meaghen Baldwin has been 
accepted into Columbia University’s seven-day summer 
writing course.

Columbia University’s program for high school 
students, known as online summer immersion, was 
founded in 1986. Students in grades 9-12 and entering 
their freshman year of college are eligible to apply. 
Columbia University hand selects students with the ability, motivation and 
maturity required to succeed in the course of their choosing. Selected students 
meet virtually twice a day, for two hour increments to discuss, debate, and 
complete research. 

“Meaghen is so conscientious, kind and an A+ student. Holland Patent is so 
proud of her accomplished goal to attend Columbia U for a journalism program 
as a junior in high school!” Baldwin’s English teacher, Mrs. Alcaraz stated. 

Congratulations, Meaghen, on your recent academic achievement!

CongratulationsCongratulations

Congratulations  to Jenna Mazza (below) on 
her induction into the MVCC Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society.
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Congratulations to the following faculty and staff who will 
be retiring at the end of the school year. Thank you for 
your continued commitment to our students, You will be 
greatly missed! 

“They may forget what you said, but they will never forget 
how you made them feel” -Carl W. Buehner

Beth Denhoff - Special Ed teacher
Mark Celecki - PE Teacher
Tom DellaPosta - Earth Science
Joyce Trievel- Pre-K 
Scott Parsons- PE Teacher 
Denise Dunn - PE Teacher 
Stacey Smith - Science 
Lori Hughes - Teacher Assistant
Christine Strzepek - Building Secretary/Office Specialist  
         

A SALUTE

 To Our Golden Knight Retirees

Honorable Mention:

Athletic Highlights
Congratulations to all our Golden Knight student athletes!  Special recognition to the 
following CSC and First Team All Stars:

Richard Zielenski

Charlie Howe

David Mathewson

Caden Foote

Jonas Meays

Briana Byers

Rory Richard

Kendall Sexton

Jessica Landman

Jonathan Tolpa

Joshua Dziekan

Dylan McGuire

Emery Crossley

Alaina Carro

Olivia Bochniak

Thomas Breil

Sawyer Locke

John Schroth

Winter
TEAM STATS

Girls Tennis: 1-3

Boys Cross Country: 5-1

Girls Cross Country:  2-4

Girls Varsity Soccer: 9-1

Boys Varsity Soccer: 8-3

Field Hockey: 13-0-1 

Boys Basketball Senior Night
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Music Department featured in BOCES Annual Meeting Performance
The Holland Patent String Ensemble and High School Jazz 
Ensemble were excited to be featured as the musical guests 
for this year's BOCES Annual Meeting on April 1, 2021. Unlike 
a traditional concert, the music department coordinated 
with BOCES staff to present a performance in a pre-recorded 
virtual format. The String Ensemble, featuring students in 
grades 6-12, performed the popular Imagine Dragons song, 
Radioactive, arranged by Larry Moore. The High School Jazz 
Ensemble performed Blue Midnight by Larry Neeck, which is 
a ballad featuring alto saxophone soloist Sierra Laguna. The 
music staff would like to thank Mr. Evangelist and the BOCES 
administration for the opportunity to showcase the hard work 
of our dedicated student musicians!

Holland Patent Named Best Community for Music Education for the 
Fifth Consecutive Year

The Holland Patent Central School District has been named a “Best Communities for Music 
Education” by the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation for the 2021 
calendar year. It is the fifth consecutive year in which the district has earned this distinction. 
The Best Communities for Music Education designation is awarded to districts that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and education to all students. Even 
in a year where music education looks different, we are proud to offer such a well-rounded music 
making experience for our students.  The music department appreciates the continued support 
from the community, faculty, and administration to make this distinction possible, thank you!

2021 Academic Leaders (continued from cover)

Joining Thomas and Jonathan in graduating with “highest distinction,” reflecting an average in excess of 95 percent are: Isabella 
Boulerice, daughter of Leo and Deborah Boulerice of Holland Patent, Colby Germond, son of Shane Germond of Holland Patent and 
Alicia Adamczyk of Utica, Luke Kochan, son of Matthew and Jan Kochan of Barneveld, Jessica Landman, daughter of Keith and Debra 
Landman of Barneveld, and Arianna Lange, daughter of David and Margaret Lange of Marcy. 

Nineteen additional students will graduate with “distinction,” reflecting an average in excess of 90 percent. Members of the class graduating 
with distinction are: Olivia Bochniak, daughter of Stanley Bochniak and Wendy Whitney-Bochniak of Barneveld, Kaitlyn Brucker, 
daughter of Ian Brucker of Holland Patent and Kim Brucker of Holland Patent, Ella Buchanan, daughter of Brian Buchanan of Oneida 
and Lisa Aiello of Barneveld, Hanna Corrigan, daughter of David and Amber Corrigan of Barneveld, Lyla Cushman, daughter of Charles 
Cushman of West Leyden and Lisa Iselo of Holland Patent, Alea DeWire, daughter of Brice and Kalena DeWire of Barneveld, Dylan Foley, 
son of Robert and Diane Foley of Rome, Anna Healey, daughter of Brian Healey of Barneveld and Kelly Healey of Remsen, Ryan Hoole, 
son of Ronald and Laura Hoole of Rome, Emmalee Howard, daughter of Thomas Howard of Holland Patent and Amanda VanNederynen 
of Westernville, Hanna Kajtezovic, daughter of Ibrahim and Julie Kajtezovic of Holland Patent, Grace Mahanna, daughter of Justin and 
Patricia Mahanna of Barneveld, Jenna Mazza, daughter of Lawrence and Denise Mazza of Rome, Adam Naresky, son of Steven and Susan 
Naresky of Holland Patent, Rory Richard, daughter of John and Gina Richard of Barneveld, Johanna Sherman, daughter of John and Terri 
Sherman of Barneveld, Austin Smith, son of Marcus and Melissa Smith of Barneveld, Emily Smith, daughter of Clayton Smith of Holland 
Patent and Kelly Gerrard-Smith of Holland Patent, and McKenna Smyth, daughter of Paul and Kathy Smyth of Stittiville. 
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Golden Standard Golden Standard 
for Creativity

Holland Patent and Remsen Central School Districts recently partnered with 
Poland and West Canada Valley for a CANdemic contest! During the week of March 
13, students and community members were asked to bring in donations of food 
and hygine products to benefit The Foothills Rural Community Ministry. Remsen 
collected 597 items and Holland Patent collected 1,644 items for a total of 2,241 
items donated to the Foothills Rural Community Ministry! Poland collected 1,250 
items and West Canada Valley collected 1,232 items for a total of 2,482 items to be 
donated to the Kuyahoora Food Pantry! Thank you to everyone who donated! We are 
continuously in awe of the generosity of the community, students, teachers and staff! 

Candemic Contest   

Can we get your autograph?
 Our high school senior wall mural is now complete! We can't thank Mrs. Karen Deuel-Spine, Grace Mahanna, and Jennie Sherman 
enough for creating such a masterpiece! Take a peek at the action as the seniors leave their mark.

Gingerbread Houses
During winter break, Mrs. Sullivan’s AP European History Class 
recreated world structures using gingerbread, frosting and 
candy! Staff members in the high school voted for their favorite 
gingerbread house, earning titles of first, second and third 
place! Replicas of The Washington Monument, Chichen Itza, 
and The Great Pyramid of Giza are displayed above. Bravo to 
Mrs. Sullivan and her students!

We are blown away by the creativity of our educators 
at Holland Patent Central Schools! Students are reading 
Because of Winn Dixie and Mrs. Carnevale created a 
replica of the tree in the novel! The next bulletin board 
explains the new behavior management system inspired 
by Among Us. Round of applause to Mrs. Carnevale!
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Golden Standard Golden Standard 
for Safety

High School Launches SADD

Recently, high school special education teacher Mr. Donatelli launched Holland Patent High School’s chapter 
of “Students Against Distracted Driving (SADD)” Students, now more than ever, have more free time on their 
hands along with the added stressors associated with COVID-19. With that, unfortunately more adolescents 
may experiment with drugs or alcohol. It is important to bring awareness to how dangerous it is operating any 
motor vehicle under the influence of drugs and alcohol or how texting and talking while driving can be putting 
your life and the lives of others at risk,” Mr. Donatelli says.

Thank you Mr. Donatelli for bringing the SADD chapter to Holland Patent High School.

Keeping Holland Patent Safe
Superintendent Jason Evangelist partnered with the Oneida County Department of Health to create 
two COVID-19 vaccination clinics for students, faculty and staff members who are interested in 
receiving a vaccine.

The first clinic, held in February in partnership with Walgreens allowed any faculty or staff members 
to receive their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. The next clinic, was held on Thursday, April 22 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Holland Patent Elementary School gymnasium.

 “Thank you for everything you do to protect yourself and others from getting COVID-19,” said 
Evangelist. “As many of you know, New York State residents ages 16 years and older are now 
encouraged to receive a COVID-19 vaccination. To offer convenient access to the vaccine, we have 
partnered with the Oneida County Department of Health to provide on-site COVID-19 vaccinations 
for students 16 years or older, their families and District staff free of charge.”

We appreciate Mr. Evangelists’ efforts in keeping Holland Patent Central School District safe, while 
offering convenient locations to receive COVID-19 vaccines!

Did you know that January 9 was National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day? The Holland Patent community would like to take 
a moment to acknowledge all of the following officers, Officer Ploss, Officer Cuda, Officer DeRider, Officer Oczkowski, and Officer 
Fitzgerald, for their continued efforts to keep our faculty, staff, and students safe year-round! 

Appreciation
Law EnforcementLaw Enforcement

Officer Ploss: ”Although I take my role of safety very seriously, I feel like this job is more like a hobby, than 
work. I feel like these kids are my grandchildren.”

Officer Fitzgerald: ”The District is welcoming and the kids are great. I enjoy being a Golden Knight.”

Officer Cuda: ”I certainly enjoy all the kids, and hope that I make a good impression on them as we interact 
throughout the day.”

Officer DeRider: ”While I take my job very seriously, I very much enjoy my day when I get some kindergarteners laughing! It is very 
encouraging to see how the teachers and students interact.”

Officer Oczowski: ”I adore getting to know the children, faculty and staff of Holland Patent. I look forward to my interactions each 
day with all the Golden Knights.”

Why We Love Protecting holland patent 
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Across all four buildings, our faculty, staff, and students were eager to begin in-person instruction after months of hybrid learning! 
The Golden Knights were so happy to finally join their classmates in person that you can see smiling faces behind their masks!

Golden Standard Golden Standard 
for Celebrations

After discussing groundhogs and 
their characteristics, Mrs. Barnum’s 
class used blankets and desks to 
make burrows to read in. Each 
student had a flashlight and their 
own burrow to read in. The students  
wore their pajamas that day because 
the groundhogs hibernate, but begin 
to wake up around Groundhog Day, 
celebrated on February 2.

The Golden Knights celebrated 
“Read Across America Day” in 
their classrooms by dressing 
as their favorite Dr. Seuess 
character on Tuesday, March 2!

Mrs. Barnum’s Kindergarten Class Celebrates Groundhog Day 

Read Across America Day

Welcome Back, Golden Knights!Welcome Back, Golden Knights!
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Valentines Day
Mrs. Hasenauer, Mrs. Curtis, Mrs. Carnevale, Mrs. Barnum, Mrs. Potempa, and Mrs. Kelly continue to create out of 
the box projects for The Golden Knights. The love was certainly shared, 6 feet apart throughout HPE and GWF!

How Lucky are We?  Students learned about the potato famine, created leprechaun traps and puppets, and 
dressed in their favorite green attire to share in St. Patrick’s day festivities!

April Fools in Ms. Roscup's Class!  Ms. Roscup told her students' the tech department 
needed their input by 3 p.m. today to check if an update on their computers would 
work! Slides of different abstract colored circles made of dots appeared on their 
computers, and each circle was labeled with a different "scent." Her students' were 
told to smell a few inches from the screen to see if they could smell the indicated 
scent. "Quite a few said they could smell the different scents like chocolate, lemonade, 
and bubble gum," Ms. Roscup said! All the students in person and virtually laughed 
together once they realized it was an April Fools' prank!

APRIL FOOLS DAY

Our faculty and staff at GWF celebrated 
"favorite character day" by dressing 
up as their most beloved protagonist 
during Library Appreciation Week!
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SORA Novels Headed to Holland Patent Middle School

Holland Patent Middle School won the 2020 SORA Reading Contest 
held by Oneida-Herkimer-Madison (OHM) BOCES, in the category 
of “the greatest number of new users,” from December 15, 2020 
through January 15, 2021. Recently, librarian Ms. Horwatz and her 
student teacher Ms. German were awarded $500 to spend on new 

books for SORA! 

SORA is the District’s virtual free reading library that continues to be filled with 
audiobooks and eBooks. SORA continues to be a popular digital library since the 
audio and eBooks are easily accessible to all students and can be read or listened 
to without the usage of internet connection. Ms. German recently designed and 
marketed Holland Patent Middle School’s spending plan for utilizing their recent 
award. Ms. German reached out to students via email, announcement and by flyer 
asking for their participation from a selection of titles to purchase. 

In the library, the books are displayed with a QR code attached to each novel. Students can scan the novel of their choice, 
watch the book trailer and vote for their favorite to add into SORA’s collection. In order for all students to have an opportunity 
to participate, a ballot has been sent virtually as well. After the votes have been calculated, Holland Patent Middle School will 
announce the winning books, send an order to OHM BOCES and upload them to SORA’s library!

Holland Patent Middle School would like to extend their sincere appreciation to OHM BOCES for holding this contest and 
awarding The Golden Knights with a generous addition to their virtual library.  

Forty students from Clinton, New York Mills, 
and Holland Patent Central Schools joined 
the fun-virtually! Battle of the books is known 
as an academic club, competitive team, and 
social group.

"Members read from a regionally shared list 
of books handpicked by librarians, teachers, 
and advisors. A collection of 15 diverse books 
are selected and students compete as a team 
against schools throughout the region." 
Holland Patent advisor Mrs. Horwat says. 

We thank advisors Mrs. Zaleski and Mrs. Roy of 
Clinton, Mrs. Howe of New York Mills, and Mrs. 
Horwat of Holland Patent Central Schools for 
their hard work and support of reading in our 
schools!

Battle of the Books
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School Meals During the Pandemic
When COVID-19 forced schools to close in mid-March 2020, school nutrition professionals quickly adapted 
their programs to ensure hungry students continued to have access to healthy school meals. 

Thanks to regulatory waivers extended through the 2021/21 school year, schools can offer free grab-and-go 
meals to all children age 18 and under through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and Seamless Summer Option (SSO). 
Schools are permitted to offer multiple days’ worth of meals at a time and parents can pick up meals for their children without 
the child present. This regulatory flexibility helps speed up meal distribution, reducing contact between students and staff, and 
improving safety by eliminating requirements to collect payment or verify student eligibility for free meals. 

Free Meals for ALL Children!
The USDA has extended the waiver that allows school lunch programs to offer a free breakfast and lunch to all children regardless of 
income eligibility. This is available to both in-person learners as well as remote learners. Everyone is eligible!

Remote Learner Grab & Go Meals Available for Pick-up
For all the children that are not in school during the day, we offer meal pick-up. The pick-up location is the loading dock behind the 
high school and can be done any day that school is in session from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Free and Reduced Meal Applications
Meals are free for all during the current school year due to a waiver provided by the USDA related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, you are still strongly encouraged to submit a free and reduced application because while eligibility may not matter for a 
meal this year, eligibility does matter in other instances such as P-EBT benefits and college entrance exam fee waivers.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at 315-865-7242 or ccasab@hpschools.org.

Cliff Casab
Food Service Director, Holland Patent CSD

A Message From the Food Service Director

Pesticide Notification
School districts and BOCES are required to maintain a list of parents or 
guardians who wish to receive written notification 48 hours prior to a 
pesticide application at their children’s facility. If you wish to be included on the 
School District Notification List, please contact Ken Smith at 315-865-7213. You 
will then receive advance notification of a pesticide application at your children’s 
facility of pesticide product covered by notification requirements.

For further information about the products being applied, including any 
warnings that appear on the label of the pesticide(s) that are pertinent to the 
protection of humans, animals or the environment, call the National Pesticides 
Telecommunication Network at 1-800-858-7378 or the New York State 
Department of Health Center for Environmental Health at 1-800-458-1158. For 
additional information on the District’s pesticide program, contact Ken Smith 
at 315-865-7213.



MAY 2021 • Holland Patent Central School16

Board of Education
Lydia Berez-Kelly, President
Michael Garrett, Vice President
Dr. Noel Gaige
Kathy Smyth
William Paolozzi
McKenna Smyth, Student Board Member 

Superintendent of Schools
Jason P. Evangelist

Assistant Superintendent Business & Finance
Dr. Cheryl Venettozzi

Assistant Superintendent Curriculum & Instruction
Nancy Nowicki

General William Floyd Elementary
Mrs. Kristin Casab

Holland Patent Elementary
Mrs. Sarah Vergis

Holland Patent Middle
Ms. Lisa Gentile

Holland Patent High
Mr. Russell E. Stevener, Jr.

holland patent central school
Holland Patent, NY 13354
www.hpschools.org

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Holland Patent, NY 13354

Permit No. 3

Postal Patron

What am I voting on?
A budget of $36,816,639 for the 2021-22 school year, a proposition 
to purchase school buses and one candidate for the Board of 
Education.

When and where is the vote?
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Holland 
Patent High School Gym.

Who is eligible to vote?
Anyone who is a U.S. Citizen, 18 years or older, and a resident within 
the district for a period of 30 days prior to the vote. A resident is 
not eligible to vote if they are prohibited from voting under the 
provisions of Section 5-06 of the Education Law.

How can I vote by absentee ballot?
Applications for absentee ballots for the 2021 annual meeting will 
be available beginning April 21, 2021, and may be picked up from 
the Office of the District Clerk at Holland Patent Central School 
District, 9601 Main Street, Holland Patent, NY 13354, or requested 
to be mailed by calling (315) 865-7221.

For voters requesting a ballot delivered to them by mail, completed 
applications must be received by the District Clerk no later than 
May 11, 2021. 

For voters requesting a ballot delivered to them personally, 
completed applications must be received by the District Clerk no 
later than May 17, 2021.

All completed absentee ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk’s Office no later than 5 p.m. on May 18, 2021.  

What about military voters? 
Military voters who are qualified voters of the District may apply for 
a military ballot by requesting an application from the District Clerk 
at 315-865-7221 or vmarris@hpschools.org.  For a military voter to 
be issued a military ballot, the District Clerk must have received a 
valid ballot application no later than 5:00 P.M. on April 22, 2021.  In 
a request for a military ballot application or ballot, the military voter 
may indicate their preference for receiving the application or ballot 
by mail, facsimile transmission or electronic mail.

VOTER INFORMATION


